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PHIX301 Philosophy of Technology and Human Values (3 Credits)

In our age, it is undeniable that human beings are technological
creatures. Techne, that is, artful craftsmanship, has increasingly been
enhancing our experiences, fulfilling our desires, and broadening our
abilities, both on a large scale and in the daily lives of individuals. Do we
control technology or does it control us? Is technology part of nature

or an instrument to human ends? How can we respond critically to

the use and development of technology? In this course, we examine
such pressing questions from specifically Scandinavian, ethical, social,
environmental, and philosophical perspectives.

Additional Information: This course is offered as part of the Maryland-in-
Stockholm study abroad program. Students must apply for this program
through Education Abroad: More information at ter.ps/UMStockholm.
Education Abroad processes registrations for this course on behalf of
students.

PHIX306 Machiavelli Today: Politics, Sociability, Self-fashioning, Cinema,
and Graphic Novels (3 Credits)

Takes students from the center of Florence, where Machiavelli was
listening to a sermon by a theocratic leader, Girolamo Savonarola, and
concluded that it was wrong to mix religion with politics. This principle
was to guide Machiavelli's political thought and remained at the core

of his teachings. For this reason, Machiavelli has been, and still is, both
reviled for the content of his observations, and admired for the clarity

of his exposition. Both the author and his books have been a constant
presence in Western civilization, with regular patterns of rejection and
acceptance, since moral principles have always been sacrificed for a
supposed better good.

Additional Information: This course is offered as part of the Maryland-in-
Florence study abroad program. Students must apply for this program
through Education Abroad: More information at ter.ps/UMFlorence.
Education Abroad processes registrations for this course on behalf of
students.
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